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As Vic and | walked up to a bench
we see a gang of Kids setting off
yrecrackers and a little black and
white Kitty...

Vic: Oh look it looks like my cat!
Mad-E: Aww...
Vic: Moow!
Mad-E: giggles nervously. So the
boat cruise, it was tight right, it was
fun?
Vic: The boat cruise is always fun.
M: Yeah, you guys do that every
year?
V: Yeah, yve years | Quess. Itds a
fun gig because it doesnit feel like a
regular gig.
M: Yeah, the boat rocks a lot. You
think youdre going to 9o under
maybe.
V- Thatds when you feel like if youdre
not loose, the ocean will loosen you
up, or the river rather.
M: Right, so Married Girl is a
popular song, have you ever killed a
man?
V: No, love never killed anyone!
M: Ok I just had to get that off my
chest.
V- | feel bad killing insects.
M: Good, good.
vV: But love done it. Very often.
M: Euugghh. Whatove you been
up to lately? Whatds with that
new Japanese _import record
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AHamburguruo?
\/: Oh! The Japanese company tha
that out, 1 had licensed the solo re
to them and they made me an offer they
said fiHey! We wanta record of our own
for Japan!o | guess Japan really likes to
have their own kind of thing.
M: Yeah, ités unique.
V- Basically. They just asked me to
make a record they said fican you make
one?d and 1 said AYeaho because now a
days | say AYESO.
M: Oh good! Ok!
V: Like Nietzche sai
fiyeso.
M: So M
Slackers are evolving
Would you say that most of your
is being released D.L.Y.?
V: Okay. Nowadays? All of my music
| always made a point of releasing
D.1.Y., all my very personal music. The
Slackers love been trying to encourage,
using my own solostuffasa model to let
them know that itos possible?
M: Right.
v: Although it 100
M: No!
v: Thatos the thing | think theyore afraid
of, it looks like astep down. Itos actually
a step like kind of side ways into like

more freedom.

d fiMore yeso | say

r. Hillyard is talking as if the
away from labels.
music

ks like a step down—




M: Itds cooler, yéanno?

V: Its cooler! But you have to have faith
in your fans and people who enjoy that
stuff. A lot of times people look at their
C.Ds as like um, you know? AOh! Ités
just a bootleg!o you know? AiWait for
the real C.D.10 And | started to realize
people just put things in their iPods.

M: Yeah no body really buys C.D.s
anymore.

V: Yeah yeah! Itis the burned C.D. So |
sell it for a little cheaper, the music gets
out. The Slackers never made money off
records anyway.

M: Yeah?

V: Not that much. We make a little
bit, but not much, ybanno? Webve
made everything off of our own stuff
so basically its a little self reliant
business.

M: Yeah and when that N.P.R. show
came out | heard those record sales
spiked up a little bit. How was that?
How was N.P.R.?

V: It was cool. N.P.R. was great. We
reached a lot of people who liked us.
You know, people that would like us
listen to N.P.R.

M: Thatés true.

V: But you know? The record company
didnot really back it up and ités like,

I donit know. We kind of felt like AiOh
thankso you know? We sold a few records,
what did it do? It couldive been really
good. I think we got a lot of new fans from
it. It proved to us that a little moment on

the radio.

M: Right!

V: Did a lot of good.
M: Thatots the fancy radio business
V: Ok! Radio works. We just canit get on
it.

M: Is it difycult to describe what you do
to strangers? Can you put the Slackers in
agenre?

V: Deynitely not. Okay, ités Ska, it6s
Reggae, ités whatever it is. Ités easy to put
it into context with strangers. When you
get down to speciycs? Ités difycult. But |
think any good band, if they give a shit, is
not going to be able to describe themselves
easy.

So | fall into a very typical mindset.

M: Alright. You played keys on tracks with
Doreen Schaffer and Cornell Campbell
and youdve also shared the stage with
Jimmy Cliff and Toots and the Maytals.
Are the old school founding fathers of Ska
music still well received?

V: Theyore as well received as they ever
were, which is not well.

M: awww!

V: In England they still know about éem.
M: Right right! In London they go wild for
éem.

V: In England you can still get some people
to show up if you say Cornell Campbell is
going to be there, and hebs like fiAlright!o

In America they never made it. We always

hoped that weid ynd people who would

appreciate them, and theydre probably more

appreciated now then they ever were then.
M: Thatbs exciting, kind of.

V: Which is good! But theyore still not é
You feel bad because your like fiThose guys
they should be like Elviso
M: Right, I know! I donét understand it. Ok,
can you tell me about Slackness? Your C.D.
with Chris Murray?

V: Oh that was cool! That was like Chris
Murray said that he wanted to make a
record and he had a backing band and some
of the guys in his band got mad and said
fiHey! What do you mean Chris Murray?
Youdre going to make a record with a band
and youbre not going to make a record with
us?0
M: Ohhh! Uh oh.

V:Yeahsoit just turned into that, you know?
And hegs just really fun.

M: Yeah, what a nice guy, huh?

V: Nice guy, just like, wedre real big fans.
M: Would you have picked Janie Jones or is
there a different Clash cover you woulddve
done?

V: Oh | donbt know, Janie Jones was cool.
I never knew the words to Janie Jones
before!

M: I know! Right? Ités like fiOh, itds so clear
all of the sudden!o
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V: Yeah! | had no idea that thatés
what it was about. fil got a Ford
Cortina that just wondt run
without fuel.o
M: fiFill er up Jack-o0!0
V: | was like fiReally? A Ford
Cortina?0
M: Well so can you tell me a
little bit about Sic and Mad? Is
the band spread too far out to do
gigs or do you have an album?
V. Well our singer just came
back to the United States. He
was living in Japan. So now hets
living in Tennessee and we might
actually do some gigs? Maybe
play a little bit? We made a
record recently, just for the hell
of it “‘cause we knew it was like...
I donét know
M: Awesome?
V: He had a bunch of tunes! He
was like ““You wanna do it? You
wanna make a record?o | said
fiYeah! Letés do it man.o And itds
cool!
M: Deynitely.
V: So what the hell?
M: Okay.
V. We live to create, what the
hell else is there to do?
M: Well I enjoy it, so keep doing
it.
V: Yeah.
M: Alright, well the Slackers
have been around for a while,
how would you say Ska and
Reggae music have evolved in
the past like yve, six years, well
maybe since like the death of
MoonSka.
V: Well, 16d say there are more
bands that I like now then in

a long time. Therets probably more bands
around now that are like half way decent and
that | can go for then therets been since live
ever liked the music. Because when | got into
it there were two or three bands that I liked
and now I listen to them and I realize that those
bands were good, but they werenit all that,
they were good. Therefs bands that are better,
that are higher quality, more of them, aware of
better music...
M: Well so who do you listen to today, come
on?
V: Oh | dondt know. I mean | donit listen to
Ska bands you know? | mean thereis a few
bands that | listen to and enjoy. | think those
Westbound Train guys? Made a good record,
you know? | think Jeff Baker, Django? All
that stuff! 1 think he makes good records. He
just made a really good you know, Ska/Reggae
record. | think, man | think thereds bands out
thereé

Suddenly during our conversation a
considerable amount of yreworks exploded in
the park in which Vic and I were conversing
in. These yre crackers were loud and certainly

Vic spoke into my 20 buck radio shack recording
device. So the next part of the interview goes like
this.

Fireworks: BOOooMm BooOOom KABoOM
CRACKk Pop BoOM CraCk
V: Whatts the other band? Dealts Gone Bad!
M: Yeah! Theyodre good too!
V: Yeah! Dealts Gone Bad! They made a pretty
good fucking record! | just heard it. So O.K. 16m
liked Now, O.K. I6m not going to say that those are
the records 16m listening to as like my main music.
10m listening to a lot of crazy weird music that has
nothing to do with American music lately.
M: Well thatts good.

V: | listen to a lot of old music. | donét listen to
anything new really, ités a shame, but you know?
M: Right.

V: But Iom going to say hey, those bands? Are
closer to the mark, and | hope that wedre on that
same path, closer to the mark of making some cool
music for our generation.

M: Alright. Yeah, | can dig that. So where did your
musical talents develop? Tree City U.S.A. talks
about growing up in the suburbs. Where did you



ynd your musical soul as a youth?
V: Oh | dondt know. James Bond movies, you know?
M: Those are pretty rude.
V: I wanted to write James Bond movie songs and thatés where | learned
how to write my yrst songs. That and 600s rock, all that stuff. Yeah I
mean | lived in the suburbs, | lived in New York, | lived all over the
place and we get a lot of music, man this is music city, you know? Much
like New Orleans, you get a lot of different types of music. You donft
even realize the inpuences youbre getting. We didnit realize we had a
Latin inpuence until people told us fiwWow, I like that Latin inpuence!o
we were like fiReally?0 | guess we have a Latin inpuence somewhere,
who knew?
M: Well I mean ités there.
V: Itbs everywhere, you canft not here it. There was Reggae hits in New
York that I realized werengt hits anywhere else, they were in some cities
but I mean they were big tunes over here. Like Raggaton is over here
like it is down south.
M: Ha! Yeah uh oh! Thatés a guilty pleasure of mine, I canit lie.
V: But itbs there! And ités inpuencing you! So people are going to hear
it.
M: Yeah, okay these next couple of questions are like a collectiveé my
friends want me to ask you these questions.
V: Alright.
M: Alright, 16m a vegetarian but everyone wants to know wherefs the
place to figet the good friend chicken?0
V: Oh I dondt know! Whatever.
M: Alright alright, nevermind.

V: That was about, | donét know what the hell that song was about. We
used to eat fried chicken to go to sleep because after you drink a lot you
need something greasy so you donft get a hangover.

M: Right you got to soak it up.

V: So we used to go to some joint, Dynasty. We used to call it the Die

< Nasty.
M:Wow, sounds delicious. Ok and inquiring minds want to know about

the Silencers. Therefs that one track on that Hellcat compilation
(Give Em The Boot) and where(s the rest of it?

V: The rest of it is in Tim Armstrongés house and you can go
pick at his house and write him a billion emails or whatever
andé .

M: Youdll never hear it right?

V: You will deynitely hear it one day. | tried to make him a
thousand deals on how to get a hold of that stuff.

M: Well but | hear hefs got like over 500 songs that are just
sitting on his computer but arenft released.

V: Yeah well thatés true too and thatds yne, thatés his music, but
thereds guys that play on that Silencers thing that we all worked
on and | dondt know if we ever goté We did a lot of work on that
stuff! Therefs two albums that are made.

M: But everybody talks about that stuff all the time!

V: Therebs a lot of guys that played on those, good music, for
some reason it shall remain.

M: The Slackers have a lot of love songs, is this a product of the
Rocksteady era or do you just fall in love a lot?

V: Ehhhh, love songs are just. | learned how to write love songs
at one point. | realized that it was the thing to do. Actually!
Okay, I can push our little D.V.D. in this.

M: Do it.

V: Thatts one of the questions that somebody asked me in that
D.V.D. thing about love songs and ités all in there if you want to
hear it! Listen to it!

*quick side note: The Slackers have a new documentary D.V.D.
out now all abouté The Slackers! Purchase it at
www.theslackers.com
M: Alright! Which tour date do you look forward to the most
every year?

V: Sometimes the yrst day and sometimes the last day. Ha! 1im
looking forward to this tour now, but I know | will be looking
forward to the end of it at some point.

M: Yeah, its got to be good to be home.

V: Yeah.

M: Again Mr. Hillyard has been telling me that you guys are
fans of New Orleans and you shot a video there for Have The
Timeo, on Decatur Street, we all walk up and down it all the
time, so what was it like shooting that video in New Orleans?
V: That was just cool man, New Orleans was great to us. New
Orleans made us feel at home, and not only that but ités like the
amount of New Orleans music that affects the stuff we play?






